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ances.1 By such establishments our saint sought to perpetuate the work of
God. Not content to have planted the faith in the country which the
French had conquered, he extended his labours into West-Friesland, which
obeyed Radbod, Prince or King of the Prisons, who continued an obstinate
idolater; yet hindered not the saint's preaching to his subjects, and himself
sometimes listened to him. The new apostle penetrated also into Denmark;
but Ongend (perhaps Biorn), who then reigned there, a monster of cruelty
rather than a man, was hardened in his malice, and his example had a great
influence over his subjects. The man of God, however, for the first fruits
of this country, purchased thirty young Danish boys, whom he instructed,
baptized, and brought back with him. In his return he was driven by
stress of weather upon the famous pagan island called Fositeland, now
Amelandt, on the coast of Friesland, six leagues from Leuwarden, to the
north, a place then esteemed by the Danes and Prisons as most sacred in
honour of the idol Fosite. It was looked upon as an unpardonable sacrilege
for anyone to kill any living creature in that island, to eat of anything that
grew in it, or to draw water out of a spring there without observing the
strictest silence. St Willibrord, to undeceive the inhabitants, killed some
of the beasts for his companions to eat, and baptized three persons in the
fountain, pronouncing the words aloud. The idolaters expected to see
them run mad or drop down dead; and seeing no such judgment befall
them, could not determine whether this was to be attributed to the patience
of their god or to his want of power. They informed Radbod who, trans-
ported with rage, ordered lots to be cast three times a day for three days
together, and the fate of the delinquents to be determined by them. God
so directed it that the lot never fell upon Willibrord; but one of his company
was sacrificed to the superstition of the people, and died a martyr for
Jesus Christ.

The saint, upon leaving Amelandt, directed his course to Warckeren,
one of the chief islands belonging to Zealand. His charity and patience
made considerable conquests to the Christian religion there, and he estab-
lished several churches. After the death of Radbod, which happened in
719, Willibrord was at full liberty to preach in every part of the country.
He was joined in his apostolical labours, in 720, by St Boniface, who spent
three years in Friesland, then went into Germany. Bede says, when he
wrote his history in 731: " Willibrord, surnamed Clement, is still living,
venerable for his old age, having been bishop thirty-six years, and sighing
after the rewards of the heavenly life, after many conflicts in the heavenly
warfare/'2 " He was," says Alcuin, "of a becoming stature, venerable in his
aspect, comely in his person, graceful, and always cheerful in his speech and
countenance, wise in his counsel, unwearied in preaching and all apostolic
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